
2026 Annual Water Seminar 

Deadwood, South Dakota 
March 24 , 2026 (Optional Operator Specific Training)  

March 25–26, 2026 (Main Conference) 

 

Tuesday | March 24 

Optional Operator-Specific Hands on Training (Afternoon) 
Hosted by SDAWWA with DANR & Rural Water 

1:00–5:00 PM – Operator-Specific Training 

 

Wednesday | March 25 

Morning Session 
8:15 AM – Welcome & Announcements 
8:30 AM – Water Auditing (Eric Boyda) 
9:15 AM – Safety (Tony Cangello) 
10:00 AM – Break 
10:15 AM – Cybersecurity (Mike Waldner, DSU) 
11:15 AM – Rapid Booster Station: Shepard Hills (Brian H.) 
12:00 PM – Lunch 

Afternoon Session 
1:00 PM – Valve Exercising & Hydrant Flushing 
Watertown • Sioux Falls • Pierre • Hill City 
1:30 PM – Brookings Water Treatment Plant (Joe Honner) 
2:30 PM – Break 
2:45 PM – Lead & Copper Update (Erin Steever) 
3:30 PM – Aquifers of South Dakota (Mitch K.) 
4:15 PM – Funding Roundtable 
Rural Development • SRF • USDA • CDBG 

 

Thursday | March 26 

8:00 AM – Western Dakota Regional Water (Jim Jones) 
8:45 AM – UCMR5: Lithium (Tim Stefanich) 



9:30 AM – Corrosion Control (Sam Cotter) 
10:00 AM – Break 
10:15 AM – Drones in Water Utility Operations 
(Jared Huibregtse, Bartlett & West) 
11:00 AM – Deer Mountain Presentation (Christian Heinrich) 
11:45 AM – Offsite Tour: Powderhouse Pass (Jim Jones) 

 

 


